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Outreach & Education Goal 
To promote education within the watershed 
on the importance of, and methods for, 
improving watershed health through the 
objective and accurate dissemination of 
information.       
      
  MRWC Long Term Action Plan 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Lincoln School students checking fish trap with ODFW 
 
1.  Goals and Objectives  

from OWEB Proposal – October 2007 
 

 
Education Goals Planned Objectives Actual Accomplishments 
1. Public Awareness & Knowledge: 
To increase knowledge and public 
involvement by delivering current 
information through printed 
materials, workshops, presentations, 
website, tours and displays. 

6 workshops or tours 
6 public displays 
25 new additions to Council mailing 
list 
 

11 workshops or tours 
11 public displays & presentations 
19 new additions to Council mailing 
list  
(16 new members) 
 

2. Strategic Landowner Outreach: 
To increase understanding, 
knowledge and skills among 
landowners within targeted subbasins 
and initiate cooperative restoration 
projects. To link landowners with 
available technical assistance, 
programs, and project 
implementation. 

40 landowners visited 
10 referrals to project funding or 
assistance sources 
 2  cooperative restoration projects 
initiated 

51 landowners visited 
10 referrals to project funding or 
assistance sources 
 2  cooperative restoration projects 
initiated 

3. K-12 Watershed Education: 
Through student activities and 
projects, to increase awareness of 
watershed values, knowledge of 
watershed function, and skills of 
stewardship. 

175 students participating in projects 
or activities 
    6 teachers implementing watershed 
lesson plans 
   

987 students participating in projects 
or activities 
  20 teachers implementing watershed 
lesson plans 
     

 
 



2.  Student and Volunteer Participation 
 
Spring Stewardship Field Day – Newton Creek Wetlands – Corvallis & Philomath Middle Schools 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students learn to sample & identify native fish.  Students learn about enthnobotany 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

High School student mentor teaches seining techniques.  Students learn about invasives control 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Students teach students about amphibians    Students learn to use dichotomous key 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student mentor shows historic aerial photos    Many students enjoy their first time canoeing  



 
Philomath Elementary School Wetlands 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      PES teacher explains water quality testing 

 
 

Lincoln School Students Riparian Planting on Blair Creek 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     Planning the riparian planting      Monitoring for tree survival 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outdoor School students learn  
about beavers and amphibians  

 
 
 
  
 
 

 
    

                          Oregon State University 
                                   Plant Diversity field trip 

 
      Rock Creek project tour 5-27-09    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



3.  Samples of reports prepared by students 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Lincoln School Student Report on Blair Cr Project 

                          Time Line                            
By Silas Fisher and Austin MacCollin  
 
November 14.  The 7th and 8th graders surveyed and assigned sections to the riparian zone at Blair Creek. They also learned about 
the past and the future of Blair Creek. 
 
On December 5, 2008 the sixth grade set a fish trap and collected baseline data, we also tested the water for ph and D.O. also we 
tested the temperature of the stream; all in all we tested the healthiness of the stream. 
 
January 5.  The seventh and eighth graders started to write the mapping plans.  Every letter and every number stood for either a 
plant or a tree.  They wrote the plans so each riparian zone would have a group of shrubs and trees which were numbers and letters.  
Each zone would get a bunch of flags the yellow flags were the shrubs and the white flags were the trees each flag had a letter or a 
number on it so we could look at it and identify which plant it was. 
 
On January 9th the seventh and eight graders mapped the riparian zones. So the sixth graders new which zones to plant each plant. 
Later they presented they restoration plan to the landowner.          
 
On January 12 seventh and eight wrote a planting order of exactly how many plants we needed.  We had to be sure we ordered the 
right amount of trees and shrubs, because if we didn’t order the right amount than it wouldn’t fit our plan. They also marked flags 
with the correct letters and numbers.   
 
January 16.  The sixth graders placed the flags in the appropriate places.  Each team had a map of there section telling them exactly 
where to put the flags.  One of the teams had a particularly tough place to place flags because it was a swamp and the water table 
was very high. 
 
On February 7 the plants came in! 
 
February 13.  On that day all 60 middle school students planted the plants where the flags stood.  That day we mostly planted trees. 
The idea of planting the trees was to hold the earth together next to the stream, to prevent erosion. 
 
February 20.  All of the middle school students went back to Blair Creek to plant shrubs! While we were at Blair Creek for the 
second time planting they interviewed more, although the documentary camera men interviewed both times. 



 
 
4.  Volunteer Participation 

  
168 volunteers contributed 1008 hours – station leaders, escorts, set-up, and canoe paddlers for 

Spring Stewardship Field Day 
6 volunteers contributed 18 hours – assisting elementary students with planting PES wetland 
58 students and contributed  348 hours planting and monitoring along Blair Cr 
7 volunteers contributed 21 hours – assisting Lincoln Sch students with planting & monitoring at 

Blair Cr 
3 volunteers contributed 18 hours serving on the Education & Outreach Committee 
10 volunteers contributed 36 hours preparing and delivering presentations for Council meetings & 

tours 
 
TOTAL of 189 volunteers contributed 1094 hours 

 
 
5.  Other Assistants and Partners 
 

Benton Soil & Water Conservation District 
Oregon Dept of Fish & Wildlife 
Oregon Trout 
Philomath School District 
Corvallis School District 
Audubon 
Marys Peak Natural Resources Interpretive Center 
Philomath Scout Lodge 
Lakeside Industrial Park 
Oregon Dept of Forestry 
US Fish & Wildlife Service 
Greenbelt Land Trust 
Starker Forests 
City of Corvallis 
BioSurveys 
Institute for Applied Ecology 
Benton County 



6.  Teaching and Informational Materials 
Sample of Spring Stewardship Field Day Lesson Plans 
 
Station 6 & Station 8 
Canoe Safety and Beaver Habitat Exploration  

      Lesson by Gene Johnson, Explorer Scouts and Marys River Watershed Council 
 
Theme: Beaver are a “keystone species” that alter their habitat and promote biological diversity. 
Their presence at Newton Creek has created ponds for migrating waterfowl, Western Pond Turtles 
and River Otter. They also provide good habitat for invasive Bullfrogs. 
 
Objectives: 

1. Learn how to wear and adjust a Personal Flotation Device (PFD) 
2. Learn to safely load and unload from a canoe. 
3. Learn to paddle a canoe. 
4. Identify signs of beaver activity. 
5. Identify the benefits and problems related to beaver activity. 
6. Know habitat requirements of beaver. 
7. Observe a beaver lodge and learn about beaver biology and natural history. 

     Materials: 
 Canoes, Paddles, Personal Flotation 

Devices 
 Beaver-sign list 

 String with weight 
 Stuffed beaver                                   

Methods: 
     Introduce selves and topic. 

Q. What role do beaver play in this environment? 
Q. How deep do you think the water is in the pond? 

           
1. Guide students through proper fitting of PFD’s and proper loading of canoes. 

One or two students load with an adult in each canoe. 
 

2. Predict where pond will be deepest and measure depth with weight and string in two 
locations. 

 
3. Look for signs of beaver activity. 

Reinforce that beaver change the environment for other organisms by their dam building activities. 
We call these kinds of animals “keystone species”. 
Things to look for to identify beaver activity:   

 Willow sticks cut at angle 
 Beaver dam 
 Trees cut with notch 
 Teeth marks on trees 

 Sound of tail slap 
 Beaver burrow in bank 
 Beaver runs 

4. While on the water, look for beaver sign & discuss beaver biology and natural history. 
Review/Record Students spend 5 minutes discussing and recording group answers to the following questions: 

1. What depths did you find in the pond? 
2. What are 2 habitat requirements of beaver? 
3. In what situations are beaver helpful? 
4. What are 2 problems caused by beaver? 
5. What is a keystone species? 
6. Name 2 species that you saw or you know benefit from beaver activities. 
7. What is a safety rule to remember when you are boating? 



7.  Public Awareness & News Coverage 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  









 
 
8.  Other Information 

Collaboration with and Referrals to other agencies: 
Greenbelt Land Trust – 2 conservation easement referrals  
USFWS – Oak restoration referral 
Benton SWCD/CREP – 3 landowner referrals 
Marys Peak Stewardship Group – 3 landowner referrals – 1 project generated 
OWEB – Willamette Initiative potential project with Greenberry Irr District 
Institute for Applied Ecology – co-sponsor of field tours 
Benton Co. Riparian Project – assisted with public outreach planning 
NRCS – WHIP Oak Restoration project 
Marys Peak Natural Resources Interpretive Center – assisted with acquisition planning for 

Newton Crk Wetlands 
BioSurveys – assistance with landowner outreach 
USGS – provided assistance to Philomath Scout Lodge in planning to control bullfrogs 
Oregon State University – student projects developing restoration plans 
Starker Forests –support for Spring Stewardship Field Day  
Benton County – assistance with map making 
Benton County Habitat Conservation Plan – assisted with public outreach & stakeholders 

committee 
Confederated Tribes of Grande Ronde – presentation on Pacific lamprey study 
OSU Fisheries & Wildlife – presentation on Pacific lamprey study 
City of Corvallis – joint tour of Rock Cr watershed projects 
 

MRWC Quarterly Presentations: 
 Dec 08  Dr. Stanley Gregory – Marys to the Willamette 
 Mar 09  Benton County Prairie Species Habitat Conservation Plan 

Jun 09  PHS Student: Amphibians of Newton Crk Wetlands & Dr. John Selker: Temperature 
Monitoring  

 Sept 09  Pacific Lamprey – OSU Fisheries & Wildlife & Conf Tribes of Grand Ronde  
 
Other Community Presentations & Displays 

Science, Music & Marshmallows 
Corvallis Earth Faire  
Benton County Environmental Commission 
Natural Resource Volunteer Celebration 
Kids Day for Conservation 
Philomath Outdoor School 
Rock Creek Restoration Project tour 
Woods Cr Project landowner tour 
Under One Sky event 
Crescent Valley High School – Env Ed class 
Summit Flea Market 
 

 
Landowner Outreach 

51 landowners engaged in planning or implementing conservation/restoration projects in 8 
subbasins 

 
 
 



Non-OWEB Contributions 
Claimed as OWEB match: 

1091 volunteer hours @ $20/hr    $ 21,820  
Presentations & Tours: 

36 Professional in-kind hours @ $40/hr   $  1,440 
Website maintenance 40 hrs @ $40/hr   $  1,600 
 
TOTAL       $24,860 

 


